Syllabus
Course: Biology I/Algebra I/Business Math/Personal Finance
Instructor: Mrs. Lindsey Daniel

Room:  209
Office Hours: Before and after school, during planning, or any other time necessary

Phone: (812) 794-8750
Email Address: lindsey.daniel@scsd1.com
Course Description: These courses are centered around the Indiana state standards for Biology I, Algebra I, Business Math, and Personal Finance.  I will incorporate technology as a learning tool whenever possible.
Course Objectives: My goal for you in each of these classes is to be all that you can be!  I want everyone to have the understanding that you do have the ability to learn.  We will work through any difficulties you may have, one step at a time.  You will succeed as long as you put forth the effort, believe in yourself, and do your best.
Daily Agenda:  This is a generic schedule of the way class time will be utilized.  When there is a quiz, test, project, or school function the agenda will be slightly altered.
· Bell-ringer (5 minutes)

· Homework/Review (10 minutes)

· Lesson (25 minutes)

· Review/Seatwork/Individual help (15 minutes)*
*If this time is not used properly, I reserve the right to lecture or assign extra work
Evaluation/Grading Procedures: The following list displays in detail the work expected from each student, and how each item weighs upon your final grade.

· Binders (with bell-ringers) 10%
· Homework 30%
· Quizzes 10%*
· Tests 40%*
· Other (participation, in-class, projects) 10%
Note: At the end of the grading period, this may not exactly model the actual values.  (*Quiz and Test grades are combined in courses where one or the other is not given.)
Grading Scale

100%            = A+
93% - 99%   = A
90% - 92%   = A-
87% - 89%   = B+

83% - 86%   = B
80% - 82%   = B-
77% - 79%   = C+

73% - 76%   = C

70% - 72%   = C-

67% - 69%   = D+

63% - 66%   = D

60% - 62%   = D-

0%   - 59%   = F

Extra Credit
There will be many opportunities for extra credit during the course of the semester.  I will announce them as we go, but they will generally consist of extra problems on quizzes/tests, some type of  trivia, or word wall help.
Late Work/Make-up Work

All work is expected on its due date.  Generally, homework is due the following day unless otherwise stated.  It is at my discretion that late work is accepted, and only partial credit will be given on late assignments.  Student names will be added to the ICU list if an assignment is not turned in or completed.  A phone call home will be made to notify a parent/guardian of the situation if it becomes an ongoing issue.  If the problem continues, you may be assigned a Saturday school by administration.  If you are or will be absent, please let me know at your earliest convenience so arrangements can be made.  You will have the same number of days as your absence to complete the work. There is a calendar posted in the classroom for each class where daily activities are listed.  It is your responsibility to ensure that these assignments are completed.  I will not remind you!    
Topics/Schedule of Activities: The curriculum maps for these courses are posted on my website.
Classroom Expectations and Policies: 
* The most important concept to remember in my class is RESPECT

· RESPECT others
· RESPECT the environment
· RESPECT yourself
Attendance
Rules for tardiness and absence are outlined in the school handbook.  BE IN CLASS!
· 3 tardies in a nine week term result in notifying parents/guardians and the office

· If a tardy occurs after this, it is possible that a Saturday school will be assigned
· Each tardy is subject to a 1% deduction in your grade

· Each unexcused absence is subject to a 3% deduction in your grade
Expectations
1) Follow directions and be prepared to do so; come to class with specified materials.

· HOW points may be deducted if you are not prepared
2) Keep your hands and all objects to yourself; no hitting or throwing things.

· Student may be required to stay and clean the classroom if found littering
3) Use polite speech and body language; no cussing, name calling, or bullying.

· Student may be required to write about in/appropriate behavior
4) Stay in your seat unless otherwise directed*; be there when class begins.
· Student may be required to stay after class if this becomes an issue
5) Raise your hand to speak unless otherwise directed; talking out of context does not allow for learning.
· The class or student will stay after class if I have to give more than one warning for noise
* Sharpen your pencil, throw away trash, or get a tissue when necessary.  You do not need permission.
Note:  Each student is also expected to follow all school, district, state, and federal laws.

Consequences
1st offense – warning

2nd offense – separation from group, seconds after class, seized items…..
3rd offense – desk at teacher’s, longer seconds after class…..
4th offense – contact parent/guardian and all of the above

5th offense – principal’s office and all of the above

Note:  I reserve the right to skip directly up to any consequence, depending on the severity of the problem.  I will assign a detention if I see it necessary. 

Special Notes:
Supplies

* Each student is required to bring the following items on a daily basis unless otherwise directed (these items are in addition to I.D. badges, which are required by the school; you will be sent to the office if I notice you without them)
· Calculator (if you want or need to use one)
· Book/workbook (if one is supplied to you)
· Notebook and/or loose-leaf paper

· Writing utensil (a pencil is necessary on testing days)
· Binder
Note: I reserve the right to deduct HOW points if you do not come prepared.  This is part of your grade.
Miscellaneous

· The door will be closed and locked when the bell rings
· Each day will begin with a bell-ringer; be seated and working when the bell rings

· Students will not leave class unless absolutely necessary*
· The classroom must be litter-free and desks straightened before class is dismissed
· Class does not end when the bell rings; I will dismiss you if we are working
· Please be aware of the dress code; I will address inappropriate clothing

· You may NOT lay your head down during class unless it is cleared with me
*If any student leaves the classroom for purposes other than being called out by a teacher or the office, a tardy will be given.  This results in a 1% deduction from the nine weeks grade.  I understand emergencies, but repeat offenders will not be tolerated (unless you have a documented medical problem in which I will need a copy).  This is a classroom disturbance.
Note: In order to leave class for any reason, you must first obtain permission, get a pass, and sign out on the clipboard by my desk.
Cell Phones

If I see any cell phones out during class, I will take them away.

1st offense – Phone may obtained after class.

2nd offense – Phone may be obtained after school.

3rd offense – Phone may be obtained at the office at the discretion of administration. (Your parent/guardian may have to be present.)
Notes
I will NOT tolerate note-passing in class.  They will be confiscated and read.

I have read over the syllabus for Mrs. Daniel’s class.  I understand the expectations set forth in it, and any expectation not met was by my own choice.  In the event that an expectation is not met, I realize that the necessary action/s will be taken.
Student’s Signature __________________________________    Date _______________

Parent’s Signature ___________________________________    Date _______________

Comments:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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